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A Propoſition for advancement of Mo- 


rality, by a new way of Entertain- 
mint of the People; 


W8ED 5 "ris the princt- 
DS pal Art of Mi- 
FS litary Chicfs co 
make their Ar- 
mies civil, {o 
is 1t of 'State(- 
jg men to civilize the people. ; by. 
f which _ Governours . procure. 
'F much caleto themſelves, and be-, 
jj 1cfit to. thoſe thatare.goyern'd >. 
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+} too ſoft forſuch diſcipline of war] fn 
|| as enables them to affront their 


'| rudeneſs by which they grow 
;| injurious to one another, and | 't 
'{- impudent rowards Authority. | h 

ir 
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TY (2) 
' For the civilizing of a Natiot, 
| makes them nor effeminate , or 


| Enemies , but takes off that] tl 


: 
: 


And ſubje&ts ſhould receive 
good education from the State, | g1 
as from vertuons Philoſophers, b 
who did anciently with excel. f th 
lent ſucceſs correct the peoples þ fe 
manners, not by penall Statutes 
and Priſons, but by Morall Þ'di 
Schooles and Heroick Repreſen- | th 
tations at the publick charge; }] ar 
obliging them thus ro the Su- 
pream- Power for their mutual 
quiet, 


». 


2 


diverſ1 


quiet , without which Lie 
is not a benefit, but puniſh- 
ment from God. 

All Nations are {way'd by 
the Powers that rule in 
Religion, Armes and Laws. but 
'tis not amiſs to obſerve 
how ill the generality of 
men digeſt thele Three in- 

redients of Government, 
C the operations of which 
the publick health is con- 
lerv'd. 

Religion hath long bad 
of Rulers , and 
though they -have beene 
anciently digniftyed by 
States, and heard; as ther 
Tutors , yet 'tis ſo far from 
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begetting our 'continu'd 


' quierneſle,that ir can nardly 


eſtabliſh its own- peace; 
which 1s wholly to be ex- 


cus'd, becauſe the nature of 


divine doctrine brings in 
things/ not calily digeſted 
by humane capacity ; or per- 
haps,the menaces of everlaſt- 
ingtorments1mprinta iron. 
er ſenſe of tear ( the pro- 
per diſtafe of weak minds) 
then of love , and thereb 
beger averſion. And though 
with ſore! tempers it \hnde 


a quick - and implicit obe- 
- dience, yer it prevailes {low- 


9 upon the - wicked and 


aithleſs , becauſe it promi- 


tech 


al ea LI la 


(5) 

ſerh no earthly recompence, 
which obedience doth rea- 
ſonably expe&t in this 
worid. 

Armies , "whoſe Leaders 
are the Guardians of Em- 
pire ( for Empire ſhould be 
ſtill in Nonage, and ever 
growing) are improper to 
command: beliet and con- 
formity , - becauſe they do 
it by compulſion , for the 
minde (being of .too-fubtil 
a nature <o'be toucht with 
humane force ) ſhould be 
govern'd by the infinuari- 
ons of perſwaſton ; and we 
may lay, though Armies are 
obey'd rhey are not reve. 
rencd 


et ne noms 


(6) 
renc'd, and they rather en. 
force then command, ſince 
no command can be per- 
featly and proſperoully o- 
bey'd, without willingneſs 
and veneration. 

Laws(whole EnaSors and 
udpes are the les ci- 
er, wines : defendia gthem 
from the miſchiefs of one 
another )have nothad much 
ſucceſs; ſince old Lawes, 
like the letters they were 
writ in, becom illegible and 
outof faſhion ; and new 
Laws want not only the 
reverence which Time uſes 
to confer , but even the 


intereſt of their Enactors 
New 


is ſuſpeRed. 


New Laws are malici- 
oully call'd the projects 
of neceſſirous Power, like 
new Nets ſpread to intangle 
us, the old being account- 
ed too many , fince moſt 
are believ'd to be made for 
forfeicures ; and ſuch let- 
ting of blood (though in- 
rended by Law - makers 
for our health ) is to the 
prope alwayes out of ſea- 
on : For thole that love 
life with too much paſſion 
(and money is the life 
blood of the people) ever 
tear a conſumption. But 
be Law-makers as able as 
Nature , or Experience 
A 4 (which 
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is lint 
(which 1s the beſt Art) can 


b 
make them; yet, though I 
will not yeild the wicked I C 
to be wiler then the vertu- | c 


ous, I may lay,offences are | © 
too hard for the Lawes, as 
ſome beaſts are roo wylie | t| 
for their Hunters , and that | p 
vice overcomes: virtue, as || {( 
much as weeds grow faſt- | I 
er then medicinable herbs, | 11 
or rather that fin, like the | » 
fruittull {lime of Nilus, doth Þ r: 
encreale into fo many vari-f & 
ous ſhapes of Serpents tl 
(whoſe walks and retreats 
are winding and unknown) 
that even Juſtice (the pain- 
full purſuer of miſchief) is 
become 
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9 
become weary and amaz'd, 

If the principall ayds of 
Government have been ac- 
companied with little ſuc. 
ceſle , it follows next we 
ſhould introduce to ftreng- 
then- them (itill making the 

eople our direct object ) 
{ome collateral help . Which 
| preſume to conſiſt in the 
improvement ol inſtructive 
Morality ; not ſpeculative Mo- 
ralty, but that which 1s a- 
ive and brought home to 
the lenles. 

And we are to conſider, 
that the generality of man- 
kinde are ſolely inſtrufted 
by. their ſenles, and by im- 


mediate 


mediate impreſſions of par. 
ticular objects, never vex- 
ing their heads with re- 
views and {ubtle examina- 
tions; and are ſo muchtheFÞ 
ſooner gain'd,by how much J. 

the ff repreſentations are ” 
either more illuſtrious or 
more charming ; whether 
this be by the Eye or Eare, 
wants not its ſeverall ef- 
tes ; it being in the moſt 
refin'd and WAthereal Spi- 
rits a curioſity and deſire of " 
knowledge ; in common "a 
foules, an abject admirarti. Ey 
on.: For as great Buildings, 
fair Piftures, Statues, and Me- 
dals, intice the YVirtuoſi, fo 
Triumphs, 


un 
no 


riumphs, Pageants , Caualca. 
les, or any thing new, 
brings the common. peo- 
ple ho them. 

Whar is hitherto ſaid, in- 
fers , that ſince there hath 
not been found a perfect 
meanes to retaine the peo- 
ple in quiet (they being na- 
turally paſſionate and tur. 
bulent, and yer reducible) 
and that Perlwaſion muſt 
be joyr'd to Force, it can 
be compalſs'd no other way 
then by ſurpriſall of cheir 
Eyes and Ears. 


7 'The people will ever be 
A unquiet whilſt chey are ig- 


norant of themſelves, and 
uUnac. 


unacquainted with thoſe 
Engins that ſcrue them up, 
which are their paſſions, 
in true characters of the 
beauties and deformities of 
vertue and vice. For com- 
monly Divinity ſpeaks in 
abſtractions and high The- 
ories above their under. 
ſtanding , and ſeldome de. 
ſcends to thole uſefull parts 
which are neceſlary to be 
learnt; Suppoſing perhaps 
that our firlt Tutors (which 
are Parents and Gramma. 
rians) have preveated the 
Pulpit in documents of 
this plaine and eaſie Na- 
rure ; bur Morality ( eipe-; 

cially 


17 
cially that which 'is need- 
full ro dire&t our behavi- 
our 1n publick) can hard- 
ly be taught by unpractis'd | 
erlons , as being onely to | 
* learn'd from (uch [1ngu- | 
lar underſtandings as have 
been experienc'd in variety | 
of men and affairs. | 


ler. 
de. By theſe omilsions the 
rts | clouds of common mindes 


be | continue undilperlt , and 
1ps breed diſpair of knowledg, 
ich Þ which begers averſion, and 


averſion begers ,open dete- | 
ction ; bur if che peoples | 
lenſes were charm'd and 
entertain'd with things fa- 
miliar to them, they would 


calily 


(14) 
ealily follow the voices of 
their ſhepherds; eſpecially if 
there were ſet up ſome En- 
rertainment , where their 
Eyes might be ſubdu'd 
with Heroicall Pifures and 
change of Scenes , their 
Eares civiliz'd with Mutick 
and wholſome diſcourles, 
by ſome Academie where ma 


be preſented in a Theater 


feverall ingenious Mecha- 
nicks, as Motion and Tranſpoſi- 
tron of Lights,to make a more 
naturall refemblance -of 
che great and vertuous Acti- 
ons of-(uch as are eminent 
in Story ; without any [can- 
dalous diſguifing of men i 


women 


chai 


vY 


s off womens habits, as have bin 
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us'din Playes ; the former 
would not onely divert the 

cople from diſorder , bur 
by degrees enamour them 
with conſideration of the 
conveniencies and proteCti- 
ons of Government. This 
the wiſe Athenians knew,who 
dividing into three parts the 
Publick Revenew, n——_ 
edone in Shows to divert 
the people from meeting to 
conſult of their Rulers me- 
ric and the defects of Go- 
vernment ; andthe Romans 
had not long continu'd 
their Empire, but for the 
ſame diverſion at a vaſter 


charge. Muſick 


16 
Muſick hath ſo ſtron 

Sympathy with ow 
mindes, chat (as Plato lates) 
hiecannot be vertuous that 
loves it not. The won- 
ders it can produce may. be 
tmagined by the rwo Ficti- 
ons | of Orpl eus and Ampht- 
on. the one by his mulick 
civilizing a rude people; 
the uber by the Aung 3 of 
his. Harp making pleaſant 
their toyles who: built; up 
the walls of Thebes. Bur 
why ſhould we delcend to 
inſtance Fictions. when we 
may take notice of the 
great effects that David's 
_y wrought __ Saul 2: 


Diſcourſes 


: 


Diſcowſes are of excellent 
advantage: to thoſe that 
want experience; we mean 
not -intelle&aall School dil- 
quiſitions, bur ſmart refle- 
ctions upon manners , 
which, make reaſon fami- 
liar with Senſe, and.inforce 
the graveſt and moſt con(L 
derable Truths from the 
ſmalleſt; and moſt dome- 
ſtique[hints ; which is nor 


meere Poetry; but a plea- . 


ſant mixture of it with ver- 
ball painting; and was the 
way -our . Saviour took ta 
convey his Doctrine into 
the mindes of his Auditors; 
tor , Withous .s Parable ſpake 

| B he 


—O——_— 


I 8) 
he not them . In this way did 


Solomon declare rhe 'myſti- 
call love of Chriſt © to his 
Church:, and {( if:it be 
lawfull to joyne any Eth- 
nick Record to facred Sto- 
ry) we may mention that 
by this Meanes Demoſthenes 
and Menenius | Aorippa ( the 
one with the tale of Wolves 
and Sheep, the other with 
that of the belly and limbs) 
did pleafantly 'proctrre thetr 
Countreys i{atety; /Biit this 
is Poetty 'in -ati' home and 
countrey ' drefles , "(he has 
allo hor: States and mgnifi- 


 cencies;: her 'wraths hind Ya. 


miliarites ; and$thert is no 
| degree 


WYepree” mY life" which ſhe 
cannot teach. *-- 

To* wbtk theft the 
beſt adyantage, and make 
their rotjches freijiths and 
heights, *ndt"'onlyi fot de. 
light Gut aifltncticn! there 
carrbe& Hs Bercer * way then 
by britigmg all into rhe 
herd wt © Morality ; for 
the featifthlons and Strava. 
qv being 'ert” off; 

here WHE rettiaine an' en- 
titebodyptull of- gis and 
proport 5 able*'r&Allore 
and\'oy tre rhe variet 
of ' Spectators * "Thrs' hy 
be the” preat commatiter of 
mindes” :aiid He *Zercules 
27152000" B 2 in 


inthe Embleme draw all by 
the Eares. 

We may then infer, chat 
no defigne can promiſe it 
ſelfe fairer ſucceſſe upon 
the people then if an Aca- 
demie or . Schoole of... Morality 
were ſet up; where ſeve- 
rall Scenes and Repreſenta- 
tions to: the Eye , feverall 
ſpeeches and, | entertain. 
ments. to the. Minde,might 
court. even the. cqurlelt. of 
the people into goodnelle, 
for tholigh: vertue., muſt 
needs be tranſcendently a- 
miable,yet ſince, her beames 
are. too. dazeling... for | the 
Eycs;.of the vulgat , her 
meancr 


ZI 


meaner approches, through 
the diſguiſes of morall Po- 
ety and other Arts, leſſen 
her into a due proportion 
to their fight. 
The' chiefeſt objects re- 
_ ſhould be thoſe 
amous Battels at Land 
and Sea by which this 
Nation is renown'd ; pre- 
ſenting the. Generals and 
other meritorious Leaders 
in their condu&, Dangers, 
Succeſſes , and Triumphs ; 
and the interlocution , be- 
eween'the changing of the 
Scenes , ſhould be in praiſe 
of Valor., Vigilance, Mi- 
litary Painfulnefle , Tem- 
| B 3 perance 


perance,, and Obediencetg 
Authority; which will not, 
like the ſofter. ars ments 
of Playes , make the; peo | the 
ple effeminate ; hurwarme | Hi 
and incite them; to Heroi- | ot! 
call * Attempts, when. the | rab 
State ſhall command then; | mai 
and bring into derifion the | de! 
relent Vices and Luxury, | co 
Burt perhaps the devori. | fo! 
on of ſome (which with all | Fi 
meeknes and civility ſhould | ol: 
be latisfh'd ) may except a-[| lil 
gainlt this way of cs He Sa 


the PeOpie,as it-jr were new, | ar 


or that the doctrine of Moyp- | th 
lity were not needfull where | P. 
that of fauhis freely. preachy. | Ut 


Bur 


But this kinde of repre. 

ſentation (conhiſting partly 
in _the yaricty of objects by 
the change of Scenes, like 
Hiſtoricall Painting) - is no 
other then. that of @Pa- 
rables, unleſſe this be made 
more lively then it it were 
deliverd,' meerly. by - dil- 
courſe :; and is not. new ; 
for by Parables in Moral] 
Fictions the Prophets of 
old did often teach,; and 
likewiſe! by that way our 
Saviour hath oftnelt caught; 
and . Morality was.not only 
the  onely theame of the 
Prophets, but was allo halt 
that great precept.in which 
| 4 Our 


our Saviour contracted his 
whole Do&rine ; which 
was divided between our 
manners or behaviour to. 
wards one another (which 
is Morality) and our Piery 
towards God. 

Others may objec", chat 
recreations though never ſo 
innocent , are a lofle of 
time to the people in gi. 
ving them too great a diver- 
ſion of pleaſure. - 

To this I reply , that 
wholoever in Government 
endeavors to make the peo- 
ple ſerious and 'grave 
(which are attributes that 
may become the peoples 
Re- 


Repreſentatives, but not 
the people ) doth practice 
a new way to enlarge the 
State, by making every Sub. 
ject a Stateſ-man ; and he 
that meanes to govern ſo 
ſadly (as it were without 
any Muſick in his Domi- 
nion) muſt lay bur light 
burdens on his Subjects ; 
or elſe he obſerves not the 
ordinary wildome of thoſe, 
who to their beaſts that are 
much Laden whiſtle all 
wr to encourage their tra. 
vell. For that Supreame 
Power which expects a 
firme obedience in' thoſe 
who arc not us'd to rejoy- 
cing, : 


cing, but live mournfully, | cier 
as 1f they were {till prepa. 
ring for the funerall of |: 
peace , hath err'd in _con- | (L; 
triving the laſtingneſle of | enc 
Government , which is the | cel] 
principall work of Art; | we 
and lefle hath that ;Power | of 
conlider'd Nature;as it-\uch | mc 
new auſterity did leeme oO pul 
tax even her for want of 
gravity in bringing in the || the 
(pring mertily, witha mu- | dra 
fall variety of birds. , And || co! 
tis requiſite to oblerve that pu! 
batrells (the moſt-lolemn | a 

and ſerious buſineſle of | wi 
Death.) are begun with rag 
Trumpets and Fifes,and an- | ren 
ciently | . 


ciently were continued with 


more. diverlity of Muſick, 
and that the Grecian Laws 
(Lawes being}: the graveſt 
endeavor of humane coun- 
cells for the eaſe of life) 
were long before the dayes 
of Lycurgus (to make them 
more plealant to memory) 
oubliſhr in verſe, 

Others may obje& that 
thele Preſentments /, 'by 


drawing too great a con- 
courle, might endanger the 
publick Peace; whichis 
a jealouſte that' ſures not 
with the dignity and cou- 
age of a State, and ma 
-— d 


its growth - and 
ſtrength 


nk -— ———_— 
1. 


ſtrength ſuſpeRed : Burwe 
will anſwer this obje&tion 
with a plaine queſtion : 
How 1s it poſſible an Af. 
ſembly that is not more 
numerous then.any oneofa 
hundred (which are in cach 
pariſh of the City every 
Sabboth) can in any kinde 
affront the Military Power ? 

It ſhould not be forgot- 
ten, thatas the way we have 

ropos'd, is the moſt pro- 

ble of evincing the nece- 
ſity of vertue unto vulgar 
mindes, ſo is it the moſt 
likely to containe them in 
quiet : leverall - religions 
teach contrariety , or con- 
tra- 
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cradictions, and by perverts 
ed principles often lead the 
people into comotions; bur 
their mindes will be more 
tractable and ſooner inſtru- 
&ed, when the wayes to (a- 
cred Religion ( which are 
rough and ſhadie).be made 
more plaine and pallet 
by. the footlteps of heruſh- 
er, Morality and Morality, 
as-jit-is ſtill the ſame , {> 
is it faithfull co the ſame 
ends, and excludes debates, 
which too. often attend the 
remote, and undiſcernable 
purenelle of Divinity ; But 
this; would not.onely divert 
the, people from! ſulpicious 

_ choughts 


Ht 


» = 
- - 
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thoughts of their” Gover 
Hors (which is commonl 
the frft effectot theiridle 
heſfle) bur alfo eaſe them in 
rhe midſt-ot their burdens, 
and make them believe they 


have peate round - about]; 


them , whereas the ſound 
of Trumpets and'dlafhing 
of '' Armes ,* when n&'{uch 
Entertainments are made 
for - diverſion, puts 'them 
Ihro jealoufies, and makes 
them apt for commotion; 
#hd thoighvit” ray feeine 
preſumprion” 'to* note*fo 
mach; yet witic notbetmils 
eo fay, thateven rhe Wilett 
Goverhors have heldirton- 
TY, 
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31 
venient thus to divert the 
zeople; and charthere is nor 
ancaſtermeansto bringthem 
to: the. thought and love of 
publick-Tranquiliy. 
It is alſo propos'd (lince 
it may be conceiv'd fuch' a 
work will bring ſome-pro-+ 
fic 'x01cbe undertakers) rhat 
outofrhe product the State 
woultaccepr ofthe tmain- 
reniantTe: of Fitcy* raaun'd 
Soldiess' i; which 1s more 
then'at molt 'any Hlofpitall 
of this Ifland does {u F 
Thele things are ſpoken to 
the tationall and ingeni- 
ous: therefore we may bold. 


ly hope this tender will be 


recciv'd 


WE -mrcecciv'd with the ſameaf 


tion and readineſle,as good 
Governors-ule .to &#terrtai 
Propolicions forthe advan 
rage of the people, and ſuch 
as.in any little kinde im. 
prove the: publick Reve- 
new. And {ince this comes 
from ſtncerity in the under. 
takers, and will conduce 
to the common benefit and 
quiet, we-cannot (inſuch a 
concourſe of promiſing cir- 
cumfſtances ) doubr of the 
luccelle; 
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